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1. Report Context and Project Objectives

This report has been prepared by Malkhaz Adeishadlia consultant to UNECE-OSCE for the
ENVSEC project Implementation of the UNECE Watem@ntiort and Development of an
Agreement on the Management of Transboundary Wateses Shared by Georgia and
Azerbaijan. The objective of this project is to papg Georgia to ratify and implement the
UNECE Water Convention and to strengthen transbagndvater cooperation between
Azerbaijan and Georgia. The project has been dedignresponse to the request of Georgia and
Azerbaijan to establish a bilateral water agreenag@dt Georgia’s request for the preparation of
the ratification and the implementation of the UNEW/ater Convention. Azerbaijan is a Party
to the UNECE Water Convention while Georgia is prapg itself to become a Party.

The project envisages the following components:
» Assessment of national water legislation includthgt relating to transboundary water
resources and background information on bilaterad anultilateral water agreements of
Georgia with the specific aim to produce a repant tbe Assessment of the Legal and
Institutional Needs for Implementation of the UNE@Eter Convention by Georgia
* Preparation of a draft bilateral agreement betwAearbaijan and Georgia on shared
transboundary water resources.
» Development of an action plan with defined objeztiand timelines, including assessment
of costs, for Georgia to ratify and comply with tlebligations of the UNECE Water
Convention.

This report has been prepared in the frame of itse domponent listed above and it provides
information on: Georgia’s national water legislatiorelating to the management of
transboundary water resources; background infoomatin bilateral and multilateral water
agreements of which Georgia is a party; donor supgdoprojects promoting introduction of
IWRM and transboundary water management which lepe:n or are being implemented with
the participation of Georgia and Azerbaijan. Theoré also includes analysis of gaps between
the requirements of the UNECE Water Convention axisting legal and institutional
frameworks of Georgia, as well as practices andagughes applied in the country with respect
to transboundary water resources management.

2. Multilateral agreements and hilateral agreements hetween Georgia and Azerhaijan

Multilateral international waters agreements

Georgia gained independence with the break up efStviet Union in 1992. Since then as a
responsible member of the Untied Nations the cguontned and became a party of a number of
multilateral agreements on environmental protectidmong these are UNFCCC, UNCCD,
Convention of Biodiversity, Aarhus Convention, etDetailed list of these multilateral
agreements are listed in Annex 1.

With regard participation in international wateregments Georgia remains somehow reserved.
It participates in th&€onvention on the Protection of the Black Sea ajdtollution(Signed in
Bucharest, 21 Apr. 1992 and ratified on 12 Janub®94) andnternational Convention for the

! UNECE Convention on the Protection and Use of 3hbanndary Watercourses and International Lakesiel
1992.



Prevention of Pollution from Ship@ARPOL Convention. London, 1973. Signed by Geargi
on 19 April 1994, ratified on 8 February, 1995).

The country has not signed or ratified tH&lECE Convention on the Protection and Use of
Transboundary Watercourses and International L£k832). Even though Georgia signed the
convention’sProtocol on Water and Healthondon, 1999) anérotocol on Civil Liability and
CompensatiorfKiev, 2003) these have not been ratified yeth®yGeorgian Parliament.

Bilateral environmental agreements between Georgia and Azerbaijan

There are two agreements between Georgia and Amarbaroviding a legal framework for
bilateral cooperation in the area of environmempt@tection and natural resources, including
water resources management:
a) Agreement between Governments of Georgia and Agarban Cooperation in the Field
of Environmental Protection (signed in Baku, onth8ebruary 1997).
b) Memorandum of Understanding between the Ministryeaf/ironment of Ecology and
Natural Resources of Azerbaijan and the Ministrfenfironment protection and natural
Resources of Georgia (signed in Baku on 21-th Falpra007).

The governmental agreement from 1997 contains lestipertinent to the cooperation on

transboundary management of water resources. Namely

- Article 2 stipulates that “parties of the agreemestablish interrelation (interconnection)
between national systems of environmental monigpaind respective databases”;

- Article 3 states that "parties will strive for apation of common approaches, criteria,
methods and procedures for assessing the qualityuadertake the control of the state of
environment”;

- Article 5 stipulates that with the objective of arieg sustainable socio-economic
development the parties take responsibility to evsafe on transfer and adaptation of
energy saving and environmentally clean technofkgimdertake joint scientific works,
develop and implement joint programmes of environtaleprotection;

- Article 6 directly relates to the protection of kuriver and Jandar lake which is a
transboundary lake shared by Azerbaijan and Geofdia article states: “Mindeful that
Kura river and Jandar lake are of utmost importaiocehe population and economies of
both countries, the parties will join efforts fdvetprotection of the basins from pollution and
for ration al use of the water resources.”

- Atrticle 9 — “In cases of emergency situations odagrdue to industrial accidents or natural
disasters the parties inform each other with theative to prevent transboundary impact
and take immediate measures for their elimination.

- Article 12: “The parties will coordinate their amtis and exchange information in the area of
environmental protection”;

- Article 14: The parties take responsibility to ceogte in the area of environmental
education and awareness rising. With this objedtieeparties will share their experience,
organize jointly seminars, conferences and tragiing

MoU between the ministries which is a one page dmmni was developed and signed with the
objective to strengthen cooperation, as statednfore effective management of biological
resources, reclamation of ecosystems, protectidheoénvironment and improvement of the
state of environment in the region”. The MoU stgiak that the parties have agreed “to establish
working groups with the objective to exchange nummilg information, to protect and use
transboundary waters and develop a joint projettisarea”.



Generally speaking, the level of implementatiorinaf agreements and their water management
related clauses remains low. There was no offis@lking group or any institutional structure
established that would oversee or support impleatiemt of the agreements.

3. Overview of Georgian legislation and practices related to water resources
management

Framework environmental laws

Law on Environmental Protection (1996) is a framewaw laying the ground for legislation
and institutional arrangements in the area of emwirental protection and management of
natural resources in Georgia. The Law establislasscprinciples to be applied in developing
and implementing environmental policies, plans amehsures in the country. These include
“polluter pays” and “user pays” principles, “riskduction”, “sustainability” and other principle
defined in the law.

The Law on Environmental Protection covers a walgge of issues including: environmental
standard setting, licensing of activities connecteith natural resource use, environmental
permitting, state registers of environmental infation and monitoring, public participation,
economic instruments, environmental education,¥te.Law contains framework rules on these
and other issues that are further developed infsp&onvs and governmental regulations.

The Water Law of 1997 contains the main body oésubn water resources management. The
Law on Mineral Resources (1996), the Law on Enviment Protection (1996), the Law on
Environmental Impact Permits (2007he Law on Ecological Expertise (200&nd the Law on
the System of Protected Areas (1996) also handléerwananagement-related aspects.
Government decisions and ministerial orders, rale$ instructions detail the provisions of the
main laws.

Even though there are the laws and regulationsoinef many important aspects of water
resources management still are not addressed propethere are gaps and collisions in the
legislation. This may be attributed to the lackctdar water strategy in the country and rather
frequent changes in the legislation. There are gsmblems with the implementation or

enforcement of many provisions of the legislation.

Permits and licenses

The Water Law (1996) provides details for the ismeaof surface water use and wastewater
discharge permits. However, the permits system atmdished in 2007 (with effect in January,
2008) within the framework of a process of instdoal reforms and streamlining national
legislation in order to create, as argued, a faMerdegal ground for economic development.
Environmental impact permit was introduced by a ew on Environmental Impact Permits in
2007 which replaced the Law on Environmental Pexifii®96). The new law does not require a
separate permit for water use. In idea, it intexgagsues related to surface water abstraction and

2 Replaces the the Law on Environmental Permit986.
3 Replaced the Law on State Ecological ExpertisEogi6.



wastewater discharges. However, the environmemjgact permits are required only for limited
number of economic activities which are listedhie taw. As example, the list does not include
food processing, while the later may have a subataenvironmental impact depending on the
size of the enterprise.

Environmental impact permits are issued by the MEPNhe Ministry of Economic
Development has recently become responsible foriskeance of groundwater abstraction
licenses.

Planning of water resources management

According to the Water Law (Articles 78 and 79),tevabalances and multipurpose water use
and protection plans are to be drawn up by riveirband territorial subdivision. In reality, these
plans correspond to the Soviet-style schemes fercbmplex use and protection of water
resources, as the concept of IWRM plans is notyfulhderstood, although river basin
management is regarded as a priorltigere is no indication in the Law as to how thenplag
process is to take place, nor is there a requirefoerstakeholder participation in such process.
In practice, no management plan has been develfged river basin or a district level in
Georgia since the introduction of the Water Law.rdtver, as mentioned before there is no
national water management strategy developed apap@ by the Georgian Government.

Pollution control

As far as water pollution control is concerned, maxn permissible discharge limits are
currently defined according to methods elaboratgdhe MEPNR. However, the maximum
allowable concentration values in force are thdabarated by the Ministry of Health in 2001 on
the basis of the Sovi€DK. Since they are too stringent, it is difficult¢comply with them, let
alone without a permit!

Even though the framework Law on Environmental &bon of Georgia (Article 4, Article 24)
recognizes the need of applying the Best Availabéehnologies (BAT) in industrial and
wastewater treatment processes, the concept Iy namglemented or enforced in practice. There
is no special regulation or more detailed provisiorlated to BAT application in national
legislation of Georgia.

For economic activities not included in the list fohich environmental impact permits are
required so called “technical reglaments” have bestablished. Technical reglaments for
industrial and non-industrial effluents discharg®d surface waters are established by the Order
N 745 of the Minister of Environment from 13 Noveenp2008 on Environmental Technical
Reglaments. This regulation contains basicallystdf parameters and respective emission limit
values which should be observed by polluters. &pjgroach does not give due regard e.g. to the
type or size of enterprises, technologies usederstate of receiving waters. Moreover, no
system is in place for the classification of wdiedies according to pollution levels.

Efforts are being made under the ongoing EU funalegect Water Governance in the Western
EECCA countries to shift to a system of water dyadtandards in Georgia which, although
based on the principles enshrined in the EU WFRegainto account the situation on the
ground. Emission limit values would then be designed uichsa manner as to allow those

* Water Governance in the Western EECCA Countria&IB/2008/137-153 (EC).



discharging wastewater to reduce the volume antlitpaj load of the effluent step by step.
However, difficulties in implementation of the sgst would largely remain, due to the abolition
of permits for numerous polluting activities.

Economic I nstruments for water management

The framework Law on Environmental Protection (19@8ers to the “polluter pays” and “user
pays” principles and provides for an obligation oature users and polluters to pays
environmental charges, and to insure against emviemtal risks. Provision is also made for
establishing tax privileges to those who use bestilable techniques and low-waste
technologies or produce ecologically friendly procu

Charges on water abstraction from ground and seirfieater bodies was in force in 1994-2004,
as a type of nature use charge. Charges for watkutipn and non-compliance fees for
exceeding emission limit values were also in farcd993-2004. Charges for water pollution
and abstraction from surface water resources haea labolished since 2005. This limits the
implementation of internationally recognised “ptdiu pays” and “user pays” principles
stipulated also in Georgian Environmental Law.

Monitoring of water resources and pollution

Georgian Ministry of Environment Protection and iNat Resources has embarked upon
rehabilitation and upgrading of water monitoringteyn which was nearly collapsed in 1990-ies
due to political unrest, economic downturn in tbemtry and drastic shrink of the state budget in
that period. Environmental authorities responsifde water monitoring had no funds for
maintaining the monitoring network and the essémtiglytical equipment. There were lack of
samplers, means of transportation, laboratory engeip and chemicals for analyses. In many
hydrological sites measurement devices were smdggle

Rehabilitationand development of water monitoring system in Georgia started in 2000-ies again
when Hydrometeorological Department, which later becanpart of MEPNR, took first steps to
rebuild surface water quality monitoring system digrting with water sampling in about 26
sites. This became possible through financial suppoovided by the donor countries and
international organizations actively promoting @l cooperation between riparian countries
for addressing transboundary water quality and tityadegradation processes in the South
Caucasus region. Most significant assistance wasqed through the following projects

1. Water Management in the South Caucasus. (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia). Funded by
SAID. 2000-2004.

2. Joint River Management Programme on Monitoring and Assessment of Water Quality on
Transboundary Rivers. (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia). Funded by EU/TAC2802-2003.

3. Trans-boundary cooperation for hazard prevention in the Kura-river basin. (Armenia,
Azerbaijan, Georgia). Funded by the Federal Environmental Agency of Gelyr(UBA). 2003-
2006.

4. Science for Peace Program - South Caucasus River Monitoring. (Armenia, Azerbaijan,
Georgia). NATO/ OSCE. 2002-2008.

5. South Caucasus Water Program. (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia). Funded by the U3A
2005-2008.

5 This list is not exhaustive and yet more intéoratl assistance are expected to be provided feerwaonitoring
in the coming years to Georgia.



6. Development of Environmental Monitoring and Management Systems. Funded by the
Finnish Government. 2006-2008.
7. Trans Boundary River Management Phase 11 for the Kura River. EU/TACIS. 2008-2010.

A number of hydrological sites were rehabilitated @quipped, up-to-date analytical technique
and training were provided to the environmental itwoimg authorities by these projects. In
addition to the international assistance, governalailocation for financing water monitoring
activities increased in the last three years inrGiao

Despite these positive moves, however, the statwadér monitoring in Georgia remains still
very poor: coverage of the monitoring network ithea limited to provide a good picture of the
state of water resources throughout the countrpacidies of the laboratories to undertake
sample analysis are low; data management and iat@msharing capacities of the monitoring
authorities is still weak; approaches and practiestblished in Soviet time remain largely
unchanged and legal basis of water monitoring resnaeakly developed.

Accounting of water uses

A Soviet-style accounting system for water usestilsin force in Georgid. According to this
system, water users and polluters must monitdreit bwn expenses, and on a regular basis, the
guantity of water extracted and the quantity andliguof the wastewater discharged, record
these data in forms approved by the State DepattofeBtatistics and submit the forms to the
MEPNR. The MEPNR summarizes the data and subm@sstimmary to the Department of
Statistics. The data contained in the forms areetoegistered in the state water cadaster. Data
relating to water resources (surface water, groatelinand water quality), which are collected in
the course of monitoring activities, should alsddxinto the state water cadastre. The work for
updating the cadastre started with technical asmist provided through the USAID South
Caucasus Water Programme and is being continuedwithwthe assistance of tHelU/TACIS
project Trans Boundary River Management Phase Il for the Kura River. When finished,

the cadastre would consist of 5 databases on watepermits, wastewater discharge permits,
actual water use, water quantity and water quakspectively.

Water resources management policies

A major problem in the area of water resources mement for Georgia remains absence of a
clear water policy or strategy. Despite some atterfgr the last few years, no water policy was
developed and approved by the Georgian governri@id.is largely due to the fact that there is
no agreed or shared vision on the use and protecfiavater resources by different stakeholders
in the government. However, it must be noted thatimportance of introduction of IWRM and
river basin management approaches has been witglgmized in the government.

Within the assistance of the USAID funded South caaus Waters Program a “Concept Paper
for Water Resources Management Policy” was prepdngdhe Ministry of Environment
Protection and Natural Resources in 2006 for sufionsto the Government. This paper has
remained in draft form, but it is worth providingbsief description of its content, because it
gives an insight of those which are priority polaiyections according to the MEPNR, namely:

® Order No. 65 of 5 July 1998 of the Minister of Eomment and Natural Resources 'on the Approvatarinsof
Initial Account of Water Use and Rule for their Ajsption'.



« the introduction of a river basin management apgrand strengthening of the relevant
legal and institutional framework;

» stakeholder involvement in water resources managgme
« implementation of IWRM at the national and localdks.

Table 1. Policy actions according to draft policy concept paper

Guiding principle: The natural resources of Georgia are the patrimony of the nation and the Ministry of
Environment Protection and Natural Resources is the steward of this national wealth which belongs to the
people of Georgia

1 Improvement of water quality | 1.1 | Establishment of monitoring network for surfacand
and quantity underground water quality and quantity within tlasib

1.2 | Surface and underground water quality and déyatdtabase
1.3 | Introduction of modern water quality standards

1.4 | Inventory of information for IWRM

1.5 | River basin IWRM and planning

2 Improvement of ingtitutional | 2.1 | Development of legal framework for river baBv¥RM
and legal framework for river | 2.2 | Capacity building of water-related institutions

basin management 2.3 | Definition of roles and responsibilities of &cand centra
authorities

Amongst other things, the draft2.4 | Establishment of river basin management estiied definition

paper recommends the of their main administrative and technical respbitiies

following: 2.5 | Preparation of IWRM basin plans with publictjzapation

‘Reorganize the permit system[t@ 6 | Plan implementation and periodical updatingeHasn new data,

address the new institutional ard changed conditions and new requirements

territorial  structure of water > 77| Development of national action plan for watesaurces

management and decentralize management

water use permitting procedures
to the identified river basi
management entities.’

3 Strengthening of economic | 3.1 | Private sector participation
tools for water resources| 3.2 | Introduction of best available technologies
management 3.3 | Development and introduction of private-pulplatnership

According to the draft policy concept paper, thesenmarized in Table 1 are the actions to be
taken to implement the policy.

Another outstanding issue in the area of wateruess management in Georgia is development
of a new water law which would integrate IWRM arakin management approaches. A new
draft law was prepared by the MEPNR to foster arrlvasin approach to resource management,
but is still being discussed. Amongst other thjrtgss draft law calls for the subdivision of the
national territory into 2 to 4 basin areas7 anddatefinition of responsibilities for river basin
planning and management. One of the views is that basin management should be vested in
financially autonomous semi-governmental authaitidnother view is that it should be left to
the existing institutions, subject to an assessrktiteir capacity and to adjustment, as needed.
Further development of a new water law is beingpsued for time being by the EU/TACIS
Environmental Collaboration for the Black Sea (EwAid/120117/C/SV/Multi) and the
EU/TACIS project Water Governance in the Wester©ER Countries.

’ The two basin areas would correspond to the Cadyzisim and the Black Sea, respectively.



4. Institutional arrangements for water resources management

Water resources management is mainly a respomgimfi the Ministry of Environment
Protection and Natural Resources (MEPNR) and 6f isgional departmentsThe MEPNR has
an Integrated Environmental Management Departmeitt & Water Resources Protection
Division which is the focal point for water resoesc A separate unit within the MEPNR, the
Department of Permits and Licenses was responfbissuing all permits and licenses relating
to the use of natural resources. Thus, beforelibBtian of the permit system it issued water use
and wastewater discharge permits subject to theeaggnt of the Water Resources Protection
Division. The Department of Permits and Licensesemly became a service. Thus, it has
acquired a lower status within the MEPNR.

The Environmental Agency of the MEPNR, of which thgdrometeorological Department is a
component, monitors the quantity and quality offaze water. Finally, the Environmental
Service established in 2007 on the basis of for@&te Environmental Inspectorate is
responsible for enforcing the environmental lawhds regional offices which do not coincide
with the regional departments of the MEPNR.

The Ministry of Economic Development is playingiaoreasingly important role, on the ground
that natural resources are presently being regaadegiconomic assets which may be used in
production processes. The control of groundwatssueces was recently vested in this ministry.

The Ministry of Labour, Health and Social Securisy responsible for setting sanitary and
hygienic standards, including drinking water quyaditandards and standards for water bodies for
recreational purposes, as well as for the confrolater-related diseases.

The Ministry of Agriculture is responsible for méming the quality of drinking water.
However, it lacks the capacity and equipment ne¢dedrry out this task.

No mechanisms are in place for the coordinationtha activities of the institutions just
mentioned. Recently, water was added to the scoperk of the National Energy Regulatory
Commission — which is now a National Enemyd WaterRegulatory Commission — but this
body is expected to deal with issues relating ¢ositting of tariffs only.

Water resources management is essentially ceettlaliisGeorgia and the role of local bodies is
minimal here. There are no river basin organisati@mmally established and functioning in the
country. Two basin councils were informally estabéd for the Alazani and the Khrami river
basins under the USAID funded project Water Managerin the South Caucasus (2000-2004).
The two councils, which were composed of stakehsldeithin the basins, including
representatives of water users and NGOs, playetiaisory role with regard to the issues to be
addressed by water-related institutions at the @wwent and local levels. However, these
bodies have not formally recognised by the govemtme&nd stopped functioning after the
project completion.

As was mentioned earlier, options for institutioeatities to manage water resources by river
basin are currently being studied.

8 The MEPNR has no regional department in the colstgpital, Thilisi.
® Both river basins are transboundary The Alazashared between Georgia and Azerbaijan; the Khramden
Georgia and Armenia.



The table below outlines provisions of the UNECEex&onvention and attempts to identify respegtin@visions in Georgian national legislation,
bilateral agreements between Georgia and Azerbaijdrinternational agreements of which Georgiagardy.

Provisions of the UNECE Water Convention

Provisions of Geor gian legislation, bilateral agreements between
Georgia-Azerbaijan and inter national agreements of which Georgia
isaparty

1 | ARTICLE 2. GENERAL PROVISIONS

Para. 2. The Parties shall, in particular, take all appropriate
measur s

2 | (a) To prevent, control and reduce pollution of avatcausing o
likely to cause transboundary impact.

Environmental Law (1996), Article 5. Basic Principles of
Environmental Protection:

“During planning and implementation activities, tlggvernmental
bodies and physical or legal entities (irrespectif/@roperty and lega
status) must follow the basic principles of envir@ntal protection:
a) Risk reduction principle, by virtue of which dogi planning and
implementation of activities, the operator is obtigo take appropriate
measures in order to reduce or prevent all adveffeets on human
health and environment.

GEO-AZ Bilateral Gov. Agreement (1997): Article 6:

“Mindful that Kura river and Jandar lake are impoit for economie
and population of the both states, parties of treement will increas
cooperate for protecting the basins from pollutias, well as fo
rational use of the water resources.”

UJ

[4%

3 | (b) To ensure that transboundary waters are ustdthe aim of
ecologically sound and rational water managemeriservation
of water resources and environmental protection.

Water Law (1997). Article 54. Water Usein Trans-border Waters
of Georgia:

1. The water use on the trans-border water object§ Gemrgia is
carried out on the basis of international treadied agreements.

2. The water use, unless it is completely regulateithénpart of trans




border waters of Georgia by international treatied agreements {
which Georgia is a party, shall be exercised urtier laws of]
Georgia.

GEO-AZ Bilateral Gov. Agreement (1997): Article 6:

“Mindeful that Kura river and Jandar lake are intpat for economie
and population of the both states, parties of tireement will increas
cooperate for protecting the basins from pollutias, well as fo
rational use of the water resources.”

(c) To ensure that transboundary waters are usedréasonabl
and equitable way, taking into particular accourtteirt
transboundary character, in the case of activitbich cause o
are likely to cause transboundary impact.

1

"Water Law (1997). Article 54. Water Usein Trans-border Waters

of Georgia
1. The water use on the trans-border water objects Georgia ig
carried out on the basis of international treadiied agreements.

2. The water use, unless it is completely regulatetthe part of trang
border waters of Georgia by international treat@sl agreements t
which Georgia is a party, shall be exercised uttietaws of Georgia.

GEO-AZ Bilateral Gov. Agreement (1997): Article 6:

“Mindeful that Kura river and Jandar lake are intpat for economies
and population of the both states, parties of greement will increase
cooperate for protecting the basins from pollutesmwell as for
rational use of the water resources.”

U7

4%

(d) To ensure conservation and, where necessastgragion of
ecosystems.

Environmental Law (1996), Article 5. Basic Principles of

Environmental Protection:

“During planning and implementation activities, tlgpvernmenta

bodies and physical or legal entities (irrespectf/@roperty and lega

status) must follow the basic principles of envir@ntal protection:

b) “Biodiversity conservation principle”-activity sHalnot lead to
irreversible degradation of biodiversity;

c) “Principle of restitution”- the environment degraldas a result of th
activity, shall be restored to the state close ritial conditions

(restitution in integrum).




Water Law (1997). Article 14. Planning of Water Protection
M easures:

1. The planning and implementation of water-protectimeasures
shall be subject to ensuring of the following basiguirements:

a) the protection of water bodies from pollution, dgfmn and othef
adverse impacts which may damage the health of latio, reduce
fish reserves, deteriorate water-supply conditicarsd cause th
worsening of physical, chemical, biological propestof water, the
determination of the natural self-cleaning capacitg violation of the
hydrological and hydrogeological regime and othetasirable effects

4%
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GEO-AZ Bilateral Gov. Agreement (1997): Article 6:

“Mindeful that Kura river and Jandar lake are intpat for economie
and population of the both states, parties of tireement will increas
cooperate for protecting the basins from pollutias, well as fo
rational use of the water resources.”

U7

4%

GEO-AZ Bilateral Gov. Agreement (1997): Article 8:
Parties will cooperate on the issues related to ghaection and
regulation of transboundary ecosystems in the ar&scted by
unfavorable anthropogenic impact and will take mess for their
restoration and viability.

Para. 3. Measuresfor the prevention, control and reduction of
water pollution shall be taken, where possible, at sour ce.

Environmental Law (1996), Article 5. Basic Principles of
Environmental Protection:

“During planning and implementation activities, tlgpvernmenta
bodies and physical or legal entities (irrespectf/@roperty and lega
status) must follow the basic principles of envir@ntal protection:

d) Risk reduction principle, by virtue of which dogi planning and
implementation of activities, the operator is obtigo take appropriaﬂje

measures in order to reduce or prevent all adveffeets on huma




health and environment.

Para. 4. These measur es shall not directly or indirectly result
in atransfer of pollution to other parts of the environment.

No respective provision in GEO legidation found.

Para. 5. In taking the measuresreferred to in paragraphs 1
and 2 of thisarticle, the Parties shall be guided by the
following principles:

(a) The precautionary principle, by virtue of whiattion to avoid
the potential transboundary impact of the releaksédnazardous
substances shall not be postponed on the grourdstientific
research has not fully proved a causal link betwdlense
substances, on the one hand, and the potentiasbmandary
impact, on the other hand;

No respective provision in GEO legidation found.

10

(b) The polluter-pays principle, by virtue of whiatosts off
pollution prevention, control and reduction measushall be
borne by the polluter;

Environmental Law (1996), Article 5. Basic Principles of
Environmental Protection:

“During planning and implementation activities, tlgpvernmenta
bodies and physical or legal entities (irrespecti/@roperty and lega
status) must follow the basic principles of envir@ntal protection:

e) Polluter pays principle, by virtue of which pa#r shall compensa
for environmental damage.

11

(c) Water resources shall be managed so that thdsnef the
present generation are met without compromising abiity of
future generations to meet their own needs.

Environmental Law (1996), Article 5. Basic Principles of
Environmental Protection:

“During planning and implementation activities, tp@vernmental
bodies and physical or legal entities (irrespeatiproperty and legal
status) must follow the basic principles of envir@ntal protection:

b) Sustainability principle, by virtue of which useerivironment and
natural resources should be used in a way thatmmgsut at risk
social development and environment and naturalress are
protected from irreversible qualitative or quariv@ changes.”

e



Water Law (1997). Article 4. Objectives of the Water Act of

Georgia:

The main objectives of this Act are:

b) protection of water bodies and the rational obevater resource)
with due regard for the interests of the presewnt fatture generation
and the principles of sustainable development;

c) meeting of population needs in drinking watetlee priority task;

d) water fauna sustainability and sustainable use.”

12

ARTICLE 3. PREVENTION, CONTROL AND REDUCTION

13

1. To prevent, control and reduce transboundanaaghe Partie
shall develop, adopt, implement and, as far asilpessrender
compatible relevant legal, administrative, econgrfirancial and
technical measures, in order to ensure, inter thlé;

12

14

(a) The emission of pollutants is preventedirodied and reducec
at source through the application of, inter atay-4 and non-waste
technology;

Environmental Law (1996), Article 5. Basic Principles of
Environmental Protection:

1. During planning and implementation activities, thevernmenta
bodies and physical or legal entities (irrespectif/@roperty and lega
status) must follow the basic principles of envir@ntal protection.

2. The basic principles of environmental protattoe:
a) “Risk mitigation principle”- during planning and plementation
activities, the operator is obliged to take appdprmeasures in ord
to reduce or prevent all adverse effects on humaalttin and
environment;

c) “Priority principle”- activity, which is likelyto generate advers
effects on the environment and human health, carrepéced by
another, less risky but more costly activity; thastcof the latter sha
not exceed the value of compensatory measuresreglqid reimbursg

[ 7]
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L




the ecological damage caused by less costly aétivit

Water Law (1996), Article 18. L ocation, Design, Construction and
Commission of an Enterprise, Structure and other Facility
Affecting the State of Water:

1. When locating, designing, constructing and comraigsg a new
or reconstructed enterprise, structure and othglitfa as well as in
introducing new technological process that affeetgtate of water, the
rational water use shall be secured with due tefar population’s|
health care requirements and the first-priorityséattion of drinking
and household water needs. At the same time, daatiah shall be
given to the measures ensuring accounting of thervedstracted from
and returned to water bodies, the protection of ewafrom
contamination, pollution and depletion, the avomanof the
unfavourable water impact, the restriction of |dlmbding up to the
minimum necessary level, the protection of landmfrcsilting,
swamping or drying up, as well as the environmiepitatection and
landscape preservation.

15

(b) Transboundary waters are protected againsitpmil from
point sources through the prior licensing of waséger discharges
by the competent national authorities, and thatathtborized
discharges are monitored and controlled;

Environmental Law (1996). Article 24. License for adverse
environmental impact:

“The Ministry issues license for adverse environtaeimpacts to the
operator, if its activity is related to emission f@izardous substances,
various physical effects and release of harmfulrogiganisms in thg
environment”.

D

Licensing of waste-water discharges was introdunethe Water Law
(1997), later the license was converted into thenfiefor waste-watef
discharges (2005). The later was abolished in €@ Dy introducing




the Law on Environmental Impact Permit. Theredsseparate licens
or permit to be issued by environmental authority vaste-wate
discharges since 1 January 2008. However, envirotahg@ermit is

required for a number of economic activities thatynhave significant

adverse effect on the environment

Inveronmental Service that was established under Nfinistry of
Environmental protection and Natural ResourceidB2on the basis ¢
Sate Ecological Inspectorate is responsible foritaong and contro
of waste-water discharges. Polluters themselvest nurglertake

monitoring and accounting of water uses, includofgwaste-water

discharges, and submit the information to the Mipien annual basis.

=9
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(c) Limits for waste-water discharges statepdmits are based
on the best available technology for dischargdsaaardous
substances;

Environmental Law (1996).
Article 24. License for adver se environmental impact:

The Minisrty issues license for adverse environ@leimpacts to the

operator, if its activity is related to emission ldzardous substance
various physical effects and release of harmfulratiganisms in thg
environment, with due consideration of exisithghtemlogic levels
possibilities of implementing the best availablehtgologies, practice
and cleaner production methods, and hazardoustansbs emmisio
limit values as defined by the environmental regaies.

Article 4. Main Definitions:
“Best available technologies”-environmentally besiable and
economically available technolgies deemed to bertbst effective in

preventing, mitigating or transforming adverse igtgan environment,

They may not be widely used, but it can technycladl possible to
develop, install and utilise this technologieshaitgh not being
economically reasonable for achieving costly emunental benefits, it
is available for subjects of activity

A

D
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(d) Stricter requirements, even leading to prdtabiin individual
cases, are imposed when the quality of the reapiviter or the
ecosystem so requires.

Water Law (1997). Article 15. Protection of Water from
Contamination and Pollution:

1. The dumping of industrial, household and other ggeband waste
in water bodies is prohibited.

2. Any placement or burial of toxic, radioactive asliwas other
hazardous wastes in the sea, other water bodiethanareas of the
protection is prohibited.

3. Owners of water transport, pipelines, swimming atiter facilities
available on water bodies, timber-rafting organara, as well as othe
natural and legal persons are obliged to preveméma@ntaminatiorn
and pollution with oil, timber, chemical, petroleummineral and
organic fertilizer, pesticide and other product teas

4. Natural and legal persons are liable to preventgbkution of
catchment basins, water reservoirs, snow and igerspglaciers, th
permanent snow cover with industrial, household atier garbage
wastes and emissions which discharge will causeléterioration of
underground waters’ quality.

headworks and in their sanitation zones, effluemigdtion, the
construction of the facilities and other activithiesh may cause watg
pollution are prohibited.

17 | (e) At least biological treatment or equivalpricesses are appliedNo respective legal requirement found in Georgegislation.
to municipal waste water, where necessary in alsgestep
approach; Georgian legislation requires that concentratiopafutants in
wastewaters should not lead to excess pollutiorgriving waters.
Excess pollution means concentration in receiviagews does not meg
water quality standards established by the ordéfinister of Health
(2001) on the Norms of the Qualitative State ofEm@ironment.
18 | (f) Appropriate measures are taken, such as thiicappn of the | No respective provision found in Georgian LegisiatiHowever the

best available technology, in order to reduce entrinputs from
industrial and municipal sources.

following may apply:

Environmental Law (1996). Article 24. License for adverse

5. The piling of industrial and household wastes nire public water

=

D
=

112

environmental impact:




The Ministry issues license for adverse environ@leimpacts to the
operator, if its activity is related to emission ldzardous substances,
various physical effects and release of harmfulrogiganisms in thg
environment, with due consideration of exisithghtemlogic levels
possibilities of implementing the best availablehteologies, practice
and cleaner production methods, and hazardoustansbs emmision
limit values as defined by the environmental retjores.

D

n
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(g) Appropriate measures and best environmentatipes are
developed and implemented for the reduction of isf nutrients
and hazardous substances from diffuse sources;iabpevhere
the main sources are from agriculture (guidelimesieveloping
best environmental practices are given in annéx tiis
Convention).

Water Law (1997), Article 15. Protection of Water from
Contamination and Pollution:

“Land owners and users are liable to prevent thigian of water with
mineral and organic fertilizers and pesticides”.

20

(h) Environmental impact assessment and other nafans
assessment are applied.

The Law on Environmental Impact Permits (2007) tredLaw on
Ecological Expertise (2007) require that environtakimpact
assessments (EIA) are carried out before issuingitsefor planned
activities.

The law on Environmental Impact Permits establishéist of types of
economic activities for which environmental permatsd respectively
“ecological expertise/examination” is required. eTlaw stipulates tha
ecological examination of planned activitie shoble carried out by
environmental authorities before the permit is éssuPermite can be
issued only on the bases of positive outcome of elelogical
examination. Ecological examination should be BaseEIA which is
to be carried out by the project planner. The Ewo requires tha
public hearings of EIA is organised and it estdias procedure g
public hearings. More details on the procedure amological
examination is provided in the law on EcologicabExination adopte
in end 2007.

=
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(i) Sustainable water-resources managementidimgj the
application of the ecosystems approach, is promoted

Water Law (1997). Article 4. Objectives of the Water Law of
Georgia:
The main objectives of this law are:




b) protection of water bodies and the rational ok&vater resource|
with due regard for the interests of the presewt fature generation
and the principles of sustainable development;

d) water fauna sustainability and sustainable use.”

[ 7]
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() Contingency planning is developed,;

International Warning and Alert Plan for the Kurd? Basin was
prepared under the project Transboundary Cooper&iroHazard
Prevention in the. Kura-river Basin (05/2003 — D2). See row 36
below.

http://www.kura.iabg.de/hauptwarnzentralen_engl.htm

23

(k) Additional specific measures are taken tvpnt the pollution
of groundwaters;

Water Law (1997), Article 15. Protection of Water from
Contamination and Pollution:

5. Natural and legal persons are liable to prevent gbkution of
catchment basins, water reservoirs, snow and igerspglaciers, th
permanent snow cover with industrial, household atiter garbage
wastes and emissions which discharge will causedéterioration of
underground waters’ quality.

24

() The risk of accidental pollution is minimize

Water Law (1997), Article 18. L ocation, Design, Construction and
Commission of an Enterprise, Structure and other Facility
Affecting the State of Water:

2. The following may not be commissioned:

g) oil pipeline and terminal - devoid of water-goting, oil-leak|
detecting, control, measuring, oil trapping famhkt and devices, th
emergency (including information) service.

GEO-AZ Bilateral Gov. Agreement (1997). Article 12:

e

In cases of emergency ecological situations oaugi@s results of




industrial accidents and natural disasters Pantikiform each-other
imediately with the objective to prevent negatiransboundary effects
and to take immediate measures for their mitigation

25

2. To this end, each Party shall set emissioitdifor discharges
from point sources into surface waters based obékeavailable
technology, which are specifically applicable tdiuidual
industrial sectors or industries from which hazagisubstances
derive. The appropriate measures mentioned in gphdl of this
article to prevent, control and reduce the inputaardous
substances from point and diffuse sources intorsateay, inter
alia, include total or partial prohibition of thegpluction or use of
such substances. Existing lists of such industgators or
industries and of such hazardous substances imatienal
conventions or regulations, which are applicablthenarea
covered by this Convention, shall be taken intaaot

Applies same as in rows 16 and 18

26

3. In addition, each Party shall define, where appate, water-
quality objectives and adopt water-quality critdoathe purpose
of preventing, controlling and reducing transbougdapact.
General guidance for developing such objectivescaneria is
given in annex Il to this Convention. When necegsthe Parties
shall endeavour to update this annex.

Water quality standards have been established éopriter of Minister
of Health (2001) on the Norms of the QualitativeatSt of the
Environment. These are basically Soviet time sanitggienic norms
for water quality.

Establishment of a new system of water quality ddatls ang
classification scheme is being promoted by the ompdU funded
project Water Governance in Western EECCA Cousitf2907-2009)
Georgian, Azerbaijani and Armenian governmentshaneeficiaries of
this project.

27

ARTICLE 4. MONITORING

The Parties shall establish programmes for monigotfie
conditions of transboundary waters.

GEO-AZ Bilateral Gov. Agreement (1997). Article 2:

“Parties will establish inter-linkage between na#ib systems of
monitoring of the environment and respective databa

Monitoring of transboundary rivers including Kurav® and Alazan
River is being carried out by Georgian and Azednaquthorities with




support of a number of internationally funded pctge However, so fa
there is no formally agreed programme for this.

Memorandum of Understanding between the Ministry of
Environment of Ecology and Natural Resources of Azerbaijan and
the Ministry of Environment protection and natural Resources of
Georgia (2007):

The parties have agreed “to establish working gsomiph the objective
to exchange monitoring information, to protect aisd transboundary
waters and develop a joint project in this area”.

No working group has been officially establishedsofunctioning as o
1 April, 2009
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ARTICLE 5. RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT

The Parties shall cooperate in the conduct of rekemto and
development of effective techniques for the preleentcontrol and
reduction of transboundary impact. To this efféiog, Parties shal
on a bilateral and/or multilateral basis, takingpiaccount researg
activities pursued in relevant international forumsdeavour tc
initiate or intensify specific research programmeshere
necessary, aimed, inter alia, at:

(@) Methods for the assessment of the toxicity aZzandous
substances and the noxiousness of pollutants;

(b) Improved knowledge on the occurrence, distidrutand
environmental effects of pollutants and the proes$svolved,;

(c) The development and application of environmigntaound
technologies, production and consumption patterns;

(d) The phasing out and/or substitution of substari&ely to have
transboundary impact;

(e) Environmentally sound methods of disposal ofahdous
substances;

GEO-AZ Bilateral Gov. Agreement (1997). Article 5:

“With the objective to ensure sustainable socialreenic developmen
the parties commit to cooperate in the field of elepment,
,implementation, transfer and adaptation of resouetigcient and
hecologically cleaner technologies, undertake jantentific-research
D) works, develop and implement joint short-term anohgherm
programmes of environmental protection”.

Article 3:

“Parties will strive for applying common approachesriteria,
methodologies and procedure for the assessment cantrol of
environmental quality”.

Article 14:
“Parties commit to cooperate in the field of enmimental education
awareness raising and public involvement. With tbigective the
parties will share their experience, undertake tjoimorkshops
conferences, training”.

—



(f) Special methods for improving the conditionstr@sboundary
waters;
(g) The development of environmentally sound watarstruction
works and water-regulation techniques;

(h) The physical and financial assessment of danragalting
from transboundary impact. The results of theseeaeh
programmes shall be exchanged among the Partiascordance
with article 6 of this Convention.

29
ARTICLE 6. EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION GEO-AZ Bilateral Gov. Agreement (1997). Article 12:
The Parties shall provide for the widest excharfgeformation, | “Parties will be coordinating their activities aegchange information
as early as possible, on issues covered by théspyos of this in the field of environmental protection”.
Convention.
30 | PART Il. PROVISIONSRELATING TO RIPARIAN
PARTIES
31 | ARTICLE 9. BILATERAL AND MULTILATERAL GEO-AZ Bilateral Gov. Agreement (1997). Article 13:

COOPERATION

1. The Riparian Parties shall on the basis of dgualnd

reciprocity enter into bilateral or multilateralragments or othérimplementing works stemming from this bilateralegment, for

arrangements, where these do not yet exist, ort akégiing ones
where necessary to eliminate the contradictions white basig
principles of this Convention, in order to defineeir mutual
relations and conduct regarding the prevention,trobnand
reduction of transboundary impact.

“Parties organize regular meetings, joint experite@md consultations
with the objective to make agreed decisions foaenizjng and

implementing programmes and plans of cooperation...
There is no joint body between Georgia and Azeabagistablished or
functioning officially for implementing the bilatarenvironmental

agreement of 1997.

There is no specific transboundary water agreeipemieen Georgia
and Azerbaijan either.

M oU between the Ministry of Environment of Ecology and Natural




Resour ces of Azerbaijan and the Ministry of Environment
protection and natural Resour ces of Geor gia (2007):

The parties have agreed “to establish working gsomiph the objective
to exchange monitoring information, to protect aisd transboundary
waters and develop a joint project in this area”.

No working group has been officially establishedsoiunctioning as o
1 April, 2009.

32

2. The agreements or arrangements mentionestagraph 1 of
this article shall provide for the establishmenjoifit bodies. The
tasks of these joint bodies shall be, inter alnal @without prejudice
to relevant existing agreements or arrangemeredptiowing:

(a) To collect, compile and evaluate data in otdedentify
pollution sources likely to cause transboundaryaotp

(b) To elaborate joint monitoring programmes concey water
quality and quantity;

(c) To draw up inventories and exchange informatiorthe
pollution sources mentioned in paragraph 2 (ahisfarticle;

(d) To elaborate emission limits for waste watet analuate the
effectiveness of control programmes;

(e) To elaborate joint water-quality objectives aniteria having
regard to the provisions of article 3, paragratf this
Convention, and to propose relevant measures fortaimaing and,
where necessary, improving the existing water guali

(f) To develop concerted action programmes forduiction of
pollution loads from both point sources (e.g. mipdatand
industrial sources) and diffuse sources (partitylar

from agriculture);

(g) To establish warning and alarm procedures;

(h) To serve as a forum for the exchange of infaioneon
existing and planned uses of water and relatedliagbns that are

likely to cause transboundary impact;

There is no joint body between Georgia and Azeabadistablished or
functioning officially for implementing the bilatarenvironmental
agreement of 1997.

There is no specific transboundary water agreeimemeen Georgia
and Azerbaijan either.




(i) To promote cooperation and exchange of inforamabn the
best available technology in accordance with tlwwipions of
article 13 of this Convention, as well as to enagercooperation
in scientific research programmes;

()) To participate in the implementation of envineental impact
assessments relating to transboundary waterscordance with
appropriate international regulations.
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ARTICLE 11. JOINT MONITORING AND ASSESSMENT

1. In the framework of general cooperation mentibmearticle 9
of this Convention, or specific arrangements, thgaRan Parties
shall establish and implement joint programmesionitoring the
conditions of transboundary waters, including fle@ahd ice drifts
as well as transboundary impact.

2. The Riparian Parties shall agree upon pollugarameters an
pollutants whose discharges and concentration ansboundary
waters shall be regularly monitored.

3. The Riparian Parties shall, at regular intervedsry out joint or
coordinated assessments of the conditions of tcamstary waters
and the effectiveness of measures taken for thesption, control
and reduction of transboundary impact. The resoltsthese
assessments shall be made available to the publizdordance
with the provisions set out in article 16 of thisr@ention.

4. For these purposes, the Riparian Parties shathdnize rules
for the setting up and operation of monitoring pesgmes,
measurement systems, devices, analytical techniques

GEO-AZ Bilateral Gov. Agreement (1997). Article 2:

“Parties will establish inter-linkage between na#ib systems o
5 monitoring of the environment and respective databd

Article 3:

“Parties will strive for applying common approachesriteria,
methodologies and procedure for the assessment canttol of
denvironmental quality”.

MoU between the Ministry of Environment of Ecology and Natural
Resour ces of Azerbaijan and the Ministry of Environment
protection and natural Resour ces of Geor gia (2007):

5 The parties have agreed “to establish working gsomiph the objective
to exchange monitoring information, to protect asd transboundary
waters and develop a joint project in this area”.

174

C

No working group has been officially establishedsoiunctioning as o
1 April, 2009.

D

Monitoring of transboundary rivers including Kurav® and Alazan
River is being carried out by Georgian and Azednaquthorities with
support of a number of internationally funded pectge Among these af
1. Water Management in the South Caucasus. (Armenia, Azerbaijan
Georgia). Funded by USAID. 2000-2004.

2. Joint River Management Programme on Monitoring and




Assessment of Water Quality on Transboundary Rivers. (Armenia,
Azerbaijan, Georgia). Funded by EU/TACIS. 2002-2003

3. Trans-boundary cooperation for hazard prevention in the Kura-
river basin. (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia). Funded by the Federal
Environmental Agency of Germany (UBA). 2003-2006.

4. Science for Peace Program - South Caucasus River Monitoring.
(Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia). NATO/ OSCE. 20020

5. South Caucasus Water Program. (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia).
Funded by the USAID. 2005-2008.

6. Development of Environmental Monitoring and Management
Systems. Funded by the Finnish Government. 2006-2008.

7. Trans Boundary River Management Phase |l for the KuraRiver.
EU/TACIS. 2008-2010.

Many of the projects supported joint monitoring dratmonization o
rules for the setting up and operation of monitgpriprogrammes,
measurement systems, devices, analytical technigudermation
exchange, developing common databases, etc.

Establishment of a new system of water quality daats and
classification scheme is being promoted by the ompgdU funded
project Water Governance in Western EECCA Countf2907-2009)
Georgian, Azerbaijani and Armenian governmentshaneeficiaries of
this project.

Yet more needs to be done to make monitoring and information
exchange mor e sustainable.
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ARTICLE 12. COMMON RESEARCH AND
DEVELOPMENT

In the framework of general cooperation mentiomedrticle 9 of
this Convention, or specific arrangements, the RapaParties
shall undertake specific research and developnetivitaes in
support of achieving and maintaining the water-iypabjectives

GEO-AZ Bilateral Gov. Agreement (1997). Article 5:

“With the objective to ensure sustainable sociaremic developmen
the parties commit to cooperate in the field of elepment,
implementation, transfer and adaptation of resoeffieient and
ecologically cleaner technologies, undertake ja@ntentific-research
works, develop and implement joint short-term amshgiterm

—




and criteria which they have agreed to set andtadop

programmes of environmental protection”.

Article 14:

“Parties commit to cooperate in the field of enmmeental education,
awareness raising and public involvement. With tigctive the
parties will share their experience, undertaketjaiorkshops,
conferences, training”.
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ARTICLE 13. EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION BETWEEN
RIPARIAN PARTIES

1. The Riparian Parties shall, within the framewoftkelevant
agreements or other arrangements according tdeatiof this
Convention, exchange reasonably available dat, @i, on:

(a) Environmental conditions of transboundary wster

(b) Experience gained in the application and opmnaif best
available technology and results of research amdldpment;

(c) Emission and monitoring data;

(d) Measures taken and planned to be taken to presentrol and
reduce transboundary impact;

(e) Permits or regulations for waste-water disceaigsued by the
competent authority or appropriate body.

2. In order to harmonize emission limits, the RigaParties shall
undertake the exchange of information on theirometi
regulations.

3. If a Riparian Party is requested by another RapaParty to
provide data or information that is not availalthkes former shall
endeavour to comply with the request but may candits
compliance upon the payment, by the requesting Rafrt
reasonable charges for collecting and, where apiptep
processing such data or information.

4. For the purposes of the implementation of thas@ntion, the
Riparian Parties shall facilitate the exchange e$tbavailable




technology, particularly through the promotion thfe commercial
exchange of available technology; direct industdahtacts ang
cooperation, including joint ventures; the exchanfjeformation
and experience; and the provision of technical stmste. The

Riparian Parties shall also undertake joint trajnprogrammes

and the organization of relevant seminars and mg=ti

)
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Article 14. WARNING AND ALARM SYSTEMS

The Riparian Parties shall without delay inform reather abou
any critical situation that may have transboundampact. The
Riparian Parties shall set up, where appropriate]l aperate
coordinated or joint communication, warning andrralasystems
with the aim of obtaining and transmitting infornoat These
systems shall operate on the basis of compatilike tdnsmissior
and treatment procedures and facilities to be agtgmn by the

Riparian Parties. The Riparian Parties shall infeeach other

about competent authorities or points of contastgieted for this
purpose.

[ International Warning and Alert Plan for the Kuravd® Basin was
prepared under the project Transboundary Cooperdto Hazard
Prevention in the. Kura-river Basin (05/2003 — T2@&). The project
was Initiated by the German Federal Environmentglety and
supported by the German Federal Ministry for thgiEmment, Nature

1 Protection and Nuclear Safety.

The Kura river basin is subdivided into three reipgr zones which
correspond to the countries’ respective sharekeofiver basin. A Main
International Warning Centre (MIWC) operates inteatthe reporting
zones.

The functions of the Main International Warning @en include, in
particular:

- prompt acknowledgement of the receipt of reports

- prompt transmission of the reports using the gkeed reporting
model

- transmission of the current status of the watdiupon event based on
continuous monitoring of its development by theioral / regional
competent authorities

- reporting of identified damage or other impacts

In the Republic of Azerbaijan, the function of Mairnternational




Warning Centre (MIWC) is fulfiled by the Caspiano@plex
Environmental Monitoring Administration of the Msgiry of Ecology
and Natural Resources of the Republic of AzerbaiaBaku.

In Georgia, the function of Main InternationalWargiCentre (MIWC)
is fulfilled by the Centre for Monitoring and Foesting of the Ministry
of Environment Protection and Natural ResourceRhifisi.

More details on the project and plan could be foaintthe following
internet sitehttp://www.kura.iabg.de/hauptwarnzentralen_engl.htm
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ARTICLE 15. MUTUAL ASSISTANCE

1. If a critical situation should arise, the RipariParties shall
provide mutual assistance upon request, follownoggdures to b
established in accordance with paragraph 2 ofatttisle.

2. The Riparian Parties shall elaborate and agvea procedures
for mutual assistance addressing, inter alia, aleviing issues:
(a) The direction, control, coordination and suson of
assistance;

(b) Local facilities and services to be renderedhgyParty
requesting assistance, including, where necestbaryacilitation
of border-crossing formalities;

(c) Arrangements for holding harmless, indemnifyamgl/or
compensating the assisting Party and/or its peedpas well as
for transit through territories of third Partiesheve necessary;
(d) Methods of reimbursing assistance services.

D
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ARTICLE 16. PUBLIC INFORMATION

1. The Riparian Parties shall ensure that inforomaton the
conditions of transboundary waters, measures takguianned tqg

Georgia is a party of the Convention on Accesaforimation, Publig
Participation in Decision-Making and Access to idbast in

be taken to prevent, control and reduce transbayndgpact, and

Environmental Matters (Aarhus Convention). 1998isTéonvention




the effectiveness of those measures, is made biail® the
public. For this purpose, the Riparian Partieslstradure that the
following information is made available to the puabl

(a) Water-quality objectives;

(b) Permits issued and the conditions requirecetmbt;

(c) Results of water and effluent sampling carrmd for the
purposes of monitoring and assessment, as welleaslts of
checking compliance with the water-quality objeesivor the
permit conditions.

2. The Riparian Parties shall ensure that thisrmétion shall be
available to the public at all reasonable timesrispection free o
charge, and shall provide members of the publit wéiasonablg
facilities for obtaining from the Riparian Partiesy payment o
reasonable charges, copies of such information.

also requires that many of the information listed the Water
2 Convention is publically available.

D




ANNEX 1.

I nter national environmental agreements of which Georgiaisa party
asof 1 January 2009

Name of the convention Place and Date of Date of entry into
date of ratification/accessi | forcefor Georgia
adoption on by Georgia
Convention on Biological Diversity | pig e | 02/06/1994 acs. 31/08/1994
(CBD) o Janeiro
(source: http://www.biodiv.org)
1992
Convention on International Trade .
) . ) Washington| 13/09/1996 acs. 12/01/1996
in Endanger ed Species of Wild g
Fauna and Flora (CITES) 1973
(source: http://www.cites.org)
Ramsar Convention on Wetlands | pamsar, | 30 April 1996 28/07/996
(source: http://www.ramsar.org) Iran
1971
I nternational Convention for the London 19 April 1996 8/02/1995
Prevention of Pollution from Ships,
(MARPOL) 1973
(Source:
http://www.imo.org/Conventions/contents
.asp?doc_id=678&topic id=258)
The Vienna Convention for the Vienna 21 March 21 March
Protection of the Ozone L ayer ' ’
(Source: 1985 1996 1996
http://www.unescap.org/drpad/vc/ofi
entation/legal/3_vienna.htm#Vienna
Convention on the Protection of .
. : Bukh t 21 April, 1992 12J 1994
the Black Sea Against Pollution vxhares pril, 199 anuary 199
Sour se: http://www.blacksea- 1992
commission.org¢/main.htm
United Nations Framewor k 1992 20/07/1994 27.10.1994
Convention on Climate Change o
(UNFCC)
(source: http://unfecc.int)
Convention on Accessto Aarhus
Information, Public Participation Denmar’k 25 Jun 1998 11/04/2000 rtf
in Decision-M aking and Accessto '
Justicein Environmental M atters




(Aarhus Convention). 1998 1998
(source:
http://www.unece.org/env/pp/ctreaty.h
tm)
9. | Convention on Long-range Geneva | 11/02/1999 acs. 12/05/1999
Transboundary Air Pollution
(source: 1979w.
http://www.unece.org/env/Irtap/Irtap h1.
htm)
10. | United Nations Convention to .
e P 1997 23/07/1 tf.
Combat Desertification (UNCCD), ans 9 3/07/1999 1
1994 1994.
(source: http://www.unccd.int/)
11 | Basel Convention on the Control of | g 20/05/1999 acs. 18/08/1999 rtf
Transboundary M ovements of _
Hazar dous Wastes and their Switzerland
Disposals 1989
(source: http://www.basel.int)
12 | Stockholm Convention on Stockholm
Per sistent Or ganic Pollutants 23/05/2001 04/10/2006 rtf
(source: http://www.pops.int) 2001
13 Convention on the Conservation of Bonn 01/06/2000

Migratory Species of Wild Animals

1979




